Wet preservation in a semi-arid environment -
well features from the Bronze Age Sintashta settlement

Kamennyi Ambar (Russia) as multidisciplinary archives
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Water is one of the key factors for people when choosing a place to stay — this issue becomes even more important for herdsmen who are responsible to supply their stock. That is

why the semi-arid Transural steppe with its gently rolling landscape intersected by perennial streams with fertile meadows was so attractive.
However, wells were constructed within building units of Kamennyi Ambar (Fig. 1) and other fortified settlements assigned to the archaeological Sintashta culture (2100-1950 cal. BC
at the study site; KRAUSE & KORYAKOVA 2013). Especially advantageous within this rather dry environment is the subfossil preservation of organic material in the lower levels of the

wells due to saturation of sediments by ground water (Fig. 2-3).
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Fig. 2 Well features 2.1 and 2.1a with preservation Fig. 3 Wooden object from Well 2.9 (photo: B. Voss; drawing: G. Lanz). Fig. 4 Open core drill at Kamennyi Ambar.

of wattle work.

Access to stratified material is only possible by means of obtaining profile columns prior to excavation (Fig. 4).
Sediment profiles served as archives for: pollen and plant macro-remains analyses, radiocarbon dating (AMS), thin section analysis, and archaeology.
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